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Bear Howard, 



If I did 110*5 nridroas thin to you, for a special reason, I'd be making a notu for the 
future, an u matter of mcord. xhe laiilman forgot and took our mail frou tiui post oil. ice. 

I'd planed to respond to tno anil in the tiiau between taking *“il to tax school &ru. picking 
her up, shortened to about i hour toaay by a pleasant luxury, getting a living tree 
for her. I did not plan to do this neno now, but there ie nothin,; unpleasant for that hour, 
so I do* It la a consequauco of a refreshing if tiring walk on a cola morningV 20 °) , with no 
wind and a warning sun, right after it crossed tire liorissou. 

The hir was ana is clear, and it segued to liave tiiat effect on ciy head. There was 

nothing in particular I wanton to think tiirough. bo, lay mind wandered, and into it pop,x*d 

th^as “obiie piece or. Cyril tiw Wonderful that * re cl last night, xt prociutou retro auction 
oil tlx whole 13380* I do not pretend I on without questions about sot.e aopectis oitf isirtici- 

paiitii, but for the no at part there in no longer roun for © uivocatiori. klx in all, it is 

P^'topc the severest Indictment of the critical co:i:.unity yet, eiipiainiig, wliy we have 
accomplished so little, why so nuch tin« hao bo» n wasted, why tliora is little xioud for tho 
kind of oimipresant surveillance the nuts liavc conjectured from the first. 

1 premier; thio has, to a fiegrw., bex-n on your ni ad from your aenedng the hapolocn 
quote, all of us, in varying degrees, enjoy being right. Com© of us core than others long 
to bo. I supxide I fall in this group. 1 don't think for wron : ego reasons but because I * 
want ay work to bv; right. 

Ii* than? is one of tho critical com .unity who is not far ab ; ,ve average in intelligence, 

1 can't think of him or her now. liomo like oylvia and Hoch, are close to bril^_ant. Jick 
io truly exceptional but }jllo not be. n, able to spena the time on the work tlx. ot!i ore have. 
There is a much larger band, if I don t refer to all by nano. 

but not on*. thought thd thing through, independently or at my prodding, as you know 
from you? own experience, 1 nude tlie effort ana took wl;nt tlno others vrontea when they had 
iia<4 time for indepoiui%4\t tnought. ‘■'ooti b*v© since lieu aoout it. foy up rehcnslon aid jx>t 
begin t if tar the fact, nor clone, to it, when Graham phoned and you were here. it was during 
tJie BWL&r of 1^71, for «*• knew ^yril would luivo the attitude he subsequently disclosed from 
the character of our correspondence. 1 fell short in ay evaluation, for ho was nore 
irresponsible and more dishonest, .van more untl&nking. I 3 tip ; oso I eipoctea him to eng* ige 
in a dialogue, as none would, hy first n*:oliactioii of forcing a nialoguo wa* with tho 
dVLu. ^ob Jnith luid been engagoci in an inquiry into the zuniical evtuenco for months. ne 
didn t und*>rstkina it alter all tnat txi^e. i*e wao nuplicatiaig wlmt 1 hac ttlroauy uone, and 
after auplication, despite hia anu degrees, understood far leaa than x haa printeu^.o 
te3tii:onixil to onith or tha UnuUits of uoaem scientific education, how 1 felt 'tliat ho 
liad not selected t is area for study in vacuuo. soon bocamo dear that he wa:i doing this 
for Oyril. Tills also tola mi more aoout ^yrU, hio Judges. :it ana obj.xtivos. Neither Bud 
nor oob had any wiliin^jnoon to diocunn tho thing. I took Jin for a wlak and iniitcau of 
tel^4ng hia wliat 1 beliovecl uska . hix.; qu^atiorie onl^ p . ho onnwered then apontan ounly. fhe 
only possible conclusion woo wn at X had been aeyiii; to others, *iau lie reaciiud it— temporarily. 
u wont £ilon.: with the CIX.* ogoianiaca. iio alone oi thorn allows any ai^i of unhap ineao at 
the end ro ult. .kiith'a conceim wao first manifested y,secoii..-iuaid iXs^wlodge) after tin* 
-nquirer ii*tcrvi(rw, wlwnihe drove to fittaburgh to oeo Cyril a xmt it. Jud^ 5 inj t'ro:* tho 
-obile intex^wiow, it waa a total waste of tiint ant coat. 

Of the otlioro, you or tim o;dy ono to engngo in a;iy dialogue. Ultirntcly, you c:iae 
around to large areas of apnaenant. s>y;via waa unrosponaiva, xlodi counidei^ci tliu whole thing 
a jo.co wiifii he i-nally got around to responding, Gary iind Jerry considered it pro"erl ,f 
addr*,sa^ by thievery anu other intolloctual dishonesties of which hylvi wao nort at least, 
.»ed :ra« a loader in thn dirtier parts, Dick couldn't understand what 1 was dri\tbi at, hd 
•» 11 liana disagreed and thought it a wo/ tlxwhile effort, 4 iiry n ver ncknowl /.dged. v.1 late*" 
loeirne l she wa having the most rrextlou a prohleria witliin her fcrdLly), :ind others uniat "on to 
. ou U4Jcu a richbi tchs .irs. ^jrance, who pros urod il.rshall), did tiieir own ..ronghoaded 
things, x eonai *r tik.* Bpraguco nnd tin; .jerifLcya unwortliy of ru.-ution, but of thorn I need 
ua:* notiiin,;. 
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not fit to consider it took any particular intelligence or in: light* 3esidcs, that ould 
be pointless# ego-trip. in*;* I iin cutting into th ; of vliich I tl&uk you aliO.il - tldnfc* 

I an not saying tlint all the others ar: utupid* **ot one in* It is closer to say that the 
intellectuals can't bo trusted because they are o.ily intellectuals* Kv n tho.so wiiO deal 
,;ith th*- pra^patic# and I consider Sylvia, J erry and Gary# besides Cyril #oxnaploo* If - liuri 
different opinions of then l®d include bud and hnith* iioch is a gifted sci utist» but he 
00 ‘ as lost outside the laboratory approach, inconsistent as tiix. it* with ills excellent 
ricoru in pursuing hiduen docuaonts ^ho ha.; bee brilliant in acne cases and se^n wlint timers 

liavo not) , They remind mo ru# off tlx top of tlie hood# of tlx undent iid.,isk scholia s 

who -were not scholars, they ponderuU tlx more arcane in the Torah# never agreeing on 
onytiau c , eneex^t dLiaugroea*a;w f and con;dtu-*rdLng what it was unimportant to consider* .iowover# 
they onu their associates were inprea.jod with thoir sclioiaraliipa and tin- need for it, and 
th .y ere respected on supported* x n reality# they wer& parasites* (If you haven t read 
^hol-xt sJLoiciuiB you ahould-ho i t:x Iid.*iah 4 *or* *vain# in son. respects the superior*’)® 

Ini vo some if y.^u want to bowwow-ask -11*) °r, fairies unc needles poople* 

Thi .duo ad cresses why 1 huv*i be. n able to do wlat collectively tna o tilers imve not 

been able to. It is not tiiat I am so unusually competent* It ic f rat? .or# that tiioy a re 
all utterly incompetent* id there is another anu i triink jin important factor, emotions# 
which includes ambitions usually carefully lilac en* I tiiink you have scon enough of thin, 
desplt* hur effort to disguise, in Sylvia's attitude toward me* Garrison la another cunc« 
roople who get in tare ted in goociik such a subject are i tlier nuts or vary 3or± oun people* 

Vho oerloun ones can too easily gut lost in th*. endeavor and lose their xxirspectivc and 
blanace in it* ^*0 a^ain, Sylvia is a counpiouopa example, with her emotional involvei^aitB 
iar exceeding; whit 1 thlrucL^ jealousy of me* She got all wrap 'ed up in youngor men, fir t 
with i-.patoin vher first disclosure of contact v;itii bin coincides wit.t s*y detect! nc a c h*uige 
in her attitude toward mo anu cy work;* ^he .^eguii by wanting only what it is t ;ooa to want# 
znu truth, .hie wound up trying to create "truth” und eorruptin ; eYeiytliing in liar fine rind 
to this aiugi*; end* oho was dismayed at doing nothin*;# 00 siuj engaged in the rodictahly 
counterprouuctie and obviously dated childishness with delin* Instead 01 learning from it 
she twi 3 tod her rdnd into justification** of it, authenticating it with a correct view of 
the vU-slioneoty of hte press# and launched into the byril endeavor, all th*..* time refusing to 
think aoout it ana its probable cans€>qucaices* ~t was enough for her# and again this ia on 
emotional thing# that the end product would bo antiw^iinedy* *hen tldxi nn?aiotable and 
predicted cud was thu reality# the oiu: tiling all of her band agree upon is tnat it is worth- 
while and ju.jtifioa what they say tl^ey arc not hap iy ith* i»ed was exxxLidt otiOU<ih on t;dLs 
lonj before the fact and ^«rry could no t have be* n acre ao uf ter it. host of tlua othi:rs# 
specifically dud# ftrsl tiki some wa^ p * x hio oeu# to thxn, plus# justifies all* 

To this day, I have yet t.> zuy kind of neiiningt'ul comaunicatioii from any o nc 02 * 
thorn* .J.1 dylvia sent was tluit indictment of the ia telle ct she auires^u to fd* Gary lias 
confessed ^re tivu: enough u«x>ut intent end lionesty anu fell 3ilcnt* dick is an exception# 
but he \uu5 not 0 : 1 c of t.ieo* 

kzaon^ tho other thi:ija thin tolls u»; i3 tiiat it is a fiction to 3uy the yovngor 
mind if is like tho younger boay# tho oiaer mind like tlx* older. Jerry and rnul ore ycujig# 
as i Gory is. r»mlly falls in tills gxx>up. ^ut the on-y flexibility was youro* There la 
no relational!! * butwo.ui pliysical taui mental flexibc^lity. I think it is iaposcibl. to find 
inflexibility 01 + ri^d that of tiioao I f ve uoaed# anu in eacli case I atxie a serious 

effort to u e t eacli to do iion« tliniing* After tl;o fact# no self-confrontation# no self- 
analysis# no confessions that uru so goou for the mind as well as the soulb* 

-<y own oriors# and I am tlio oldest, lie in th*; opposite ircction, i** not co ceiving 
tile ma^iitudo of tlx enotional involv»,-aant3 anr. tlio diehjnestiuc and other evils they 
would sire* 

Codutcidin*, atn uli of till, i another central facts not ouj of t;joso people, was 3till 
doiii; orliiiol work, file CVIaa arc unworthy of suriuun ixuitiou, if Juiy wore "workinef* 
hot one except .^cch liad cot iO up wxtli a oinglu tiling of volu.-. from uiat enormity in tix 
;a*cliivtJ3* tliink you u»d*:rotaiui I 'a not lumping you with fifw;.) Tjia &±l..ea al • but I 
think the ni^iificant thin.; i • tlmt it is a r -ensure of tiiem and of th«x: to t • selves* 
as I add, wc ore Ud/aLn ( ; about birfeht inconpetunta# xierc I include -yl^/ia* A ou siioula 
harm hearu nor rave about tiiat <;ro83i> rgnorant and realty awful t.dng by foittui# -t waa 
ono-vjiii for her tiiat fori/ui ao optfcxxl link as god# link boin 0 young enough for Jylvia'o 
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ijootionai ne.do. was also i <-710 rant# ~U) sued tliat siiit in his jrloi in Hillock 1 3 
c^.urt without snowing it to no, which was dinaateroua, a nu xailou to Lc a tut?*! di3. ntor 
only because o z.m iork 1 did tiiac Cyril ueed*) now ^ txLud li*.u ~ylvia f s coulu acvcpt 
such awful utul* «a /ovueai'a you auool- oak yourself* 

* .ay oe jl*u .0.02 1^, out * tiiirdc in uach case wit-rc a ^rentur evil in *xot involved vand 
if I iuivo no proof of any, 1 a;, aware of t hi. poasi b a l itiosj , hia-on *£U lit. fe^.lin^s figured* 
fliujo wore complicated by tlxe sin you should recotfiize as a sin acoxi 0 tiu- ori^t intel- 
lectuals, tha ; f frsinc rijht* It in a ter:*ihle siri if you are and they iiuve to l'aco 

it# Axon^ the obvious exanplon be two- n -ylvia and mo ar- balandria, fnomloy, Ihonpaon, 
np-rtoin, Amoni, fred orajL r in-yeo^>auv^ and I g n sure others# Vhe nore 1 was rii*it tlv 
low*tr tii opinion she hao. of ric, do pita vduit ah •’ays* oar i on, a trembly, la an 
exact parallel# in n noi» juvrmil* way this in clear with berry# In there point in uentiorv- 
ing heel and thfc basin of our separation, his lust for fc-enaedy' blomd at the loaet anc: as 
wcui obvious? I was harsh w .th Koch on /JLv roz euid pumpkins and the atr gj^b Olson, and 
ho was wroni> ^Hov inconsistent tr.i . is ith hie fine intol-l^nce, that h woul. jo lor 
^uch stuff ana participate in it*) Liston lualifies ae inaano, so the* 4 * is :.o nc.d to 
mention# 

Jo, attain it ia not case of bid^htnesn but of blindness, it reruiro- ho genius to 
se:, tlis uroiks* uov «> tlion, con such bright poo pi a not so the- clearly vron^, aid iiow 
can they n. ver loom fro. any experienced Hie Lost stupid i.oud but a eintl-* hot iron, 
but th*. bri*jht rationalize* 

lo sun. arize, for I auet stfcp now, tlie history of tin- critical co»~ unity i.. out of 
personal aelfi alines* 2, wot cuuse selfial ja ol btupiciity by thr) brijjht, xxx oi inao i l i ty 

to tliink cl arly wiuni all bad the capacity; of pettiness ; of uncontrol d ^motions anu 
of onotioiuvl iBanturi ty « xa&H x Iuo # in a couple of cases, tmot^ontl il ness* 

Or, as I euiu to bo^^n with, of sclf-condcxarvition* 

lie ro I Wrint for ill, hours a^o* Mnc^. thou, oJ* tlu mny onis: ions tiicre probably 
arc in t. •: furei r >>in<; f one se ns coi.opicuouss you can*t rr.a:: u with wlio won^t reason# 

VJtin tlu^so people are of suix rior i^itollijcnu ■, the foiled effort lxjcuo^e a special 
kiiH of fruijtmtion* fcople wiio won t co:. tuiicate ciui't ^ col^ wnicatea with* If these 
wo *o to urr/Ti'ie injxu’^ial comparison between tivir behavior tui tliat of ofiidaldoci, i 
think t-hoy^ not wulcouo the conclusion 1 consider obviioun: their ap; rouciitis wen: 
i* ontiad mu caoli luid a ixre-datoniiUid. coiiolusion# 

H 



